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FOR IMMEDIATE m
‘Dates Decanbe 12; 1996 ,
Contact: Theodory §~ Amshoff Jr.
(502) S&I5-0085, Fax: (502) 540-0066;
Voice ¥Mail {502)329-0789
City of Origing n.‘s'rﬁnqhan Jefferson County, Alabama

CONTROVERSIAL wa DOCTOR ORDERED 'ro PAY $10,000,000.00.
I DEATH OF ABORTION PATIENT

A Alabama court has rendered a $10,000,000.00 judgment against
pr. Thomas W. Tucker, II, an abortion doctor who in recent years
was the focus of ‘feature articles in USA Today (7/17/94),the New
York Times (4/24794) and Time Magazine (8/9/93).  The suit
concerned the 1991 death of an Alabama mother of five who died
sho'rt'ly after obtiinihg an abortion from Dr. Tucker at his office
in Birmingham, llabm The court in its findings found it
*difficult to iugine a case more appropriate for an award of
punitive or exemglary danages.®

, Prior to the abortion, Dr. Tucker had baen warned by his staff

" not to proceed with the abortion in part because the. patient's

hemoglobin leveld were low. Dr. Tucker responded "Just do it.
Just put the pttijmt ‘through,” g

The Court fbund in its 36 page opinion that following the
abortion procedure, the patient had difficulty breathing, her blood
presgure droppéd and she bled excessively. - In an attempt to
stabilize her blo'&l pressure, Dr. Tucker administered medications.

- He then had the M!.ent ‘taken to a recovery room that had no
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‘equ:l.mnt for nqpltbring vital signs; because he needed the
operat:inq room to parform other abortions.

The patient's condition continued to worsen and a clinic
staffer called for an ambulance.  Dr. Tucker cancelled the
ambulance stating "he could not afford to send another patient to
UAB .(lospital) because those doctora down there would hang him."
Accorxding to tGMYI the patj.ent continued to bleed very
heavily, and a staff member told Tucker "I want you to do
-something. She 16 going -to lay there and die." An ambulance was
called, and the Coyrt found that Tucker then left the elinic prior
to the arrival of the ambulance. The patient was taken to the
' University of AlaBama-Birminghem Hospital where she died three days
later.’ ' :

In 1994, »thc.new.u that‘:' Dr. Tucker's medical 'license had been
suspended made natisnal headlines. On April 24, 1994, the New York
Times reported tﬁilt ﬁr. Tucker up to that point had perfofmed as
much as 70% of t#e abortions in Mississippi. He also performed
abortions at two cl,in:les in Alabama, one of which was the %office"”
in which he pattohhod the abortion on the decedent.

, Previously, !he New York Times (4/24/94) reported that Dr.
Tucker had been the subject of two criminal investigations. One
involved the death of a patient in Birmingham and the other

' concerned accusatidns that a fetus was born alive and had died at
one of his Mis#id#ippi clinics. |

In the ttiai resulting in the §10,000,000.00 judgment, the
family of the awund woman was represented by the Louisville
based law firm of Xmshoff, Donovan & Smith, P.C. Theodore H.
Amshoff Jr. who wiis lead counsel on the case, states that "Although
the award cannot bfing that mother back to her family, it
demonstrates the’ buimas injury sustained by her ramny and
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demonstrates that shoddy and unsafe medical practices will not be
tolerated by the Courts.® o

Mr. Amshoff was éssisted by partners J. Thomas Smith and Helen
M. Donovan, associates Paul P. Clemens and Collin J. LeBlanc and
Birmingham coumssl 3411 Swatek

ENCLOSURE:t  Gourt Judgment
(#ith ‘complete 36 page opinion)
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Marjortumd.uduwwhdc..dd-
Thomas W. Tecker, 11, ¢¢ &l
Civil Action No. CV 93-0632
Order  * .
Page 36

Itis hereby ORDBRED ADJUD{JED AND DECREED, as follows:

1. Judgment is eatere& in favor of plainuff Marjorine Kidd, Administratrix of the
estate of Angela Hall, and against defendants Thomas W. Tucker, I, and Thomas W. Tucker,
M.D.P. C. in the sum of 'l’en Miltion and no/100 ($10,000,000.00) Dollars.

2. The Admimstnmx:of the Estate of Angela M Hall is the prOper parly plaintiff ;

and, therefore, a Judgment fust be rendered in favor of the defendants and agamst the plalnuffs -
Montrell Huall, Cortney Hal! Hall, Erika Hall and Cornehus Hall.

3. Costs are taxed age‘lnst the Defendants Thomas W. I‘ucker. II, and Thomas w.
Tucker, M:D. P.C.

Y

DONE and ORDERED o this the 2nd day of December, 1996.

!% HOMAS A. WOODALL

*  CIRCUIT JUDGE

William E. Swatek, Hsq
Dr.:Thomas W, Tuélier, |
George Babakitas, Biq

et Theodare H. AmshofT, Ir.{'Bsq.
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